Avoiding Plagiarism

When writing, you will often be drawing on the work of other writers, and you must document their contributions by citing your sources.  Sources are cited for two reasons: to alert readers to the sources of your information and to give credit to the writers from whom you have borrowed words and ideas.  To borrow another writer’s language or ideas without proper acknowledgement is a form of dishonesty known as plagiarism.  Three different acts are considered plagiarism: (1) failing to cite quotations and borrowed ideas, (2) failing to enclose borrowed language in quotation marks, and (3) failing to put summaries and paraphrases in your own words.

Format:
A.  Signal phrase, “Quotation” (author’s last name page number).

B. Signal phrase with author’s last name mentioned, “Quotation,” (page number).

C. Paraphrase with Author’s last name mentioned (page number).

D. Paraphrase (author’s last name page number).

E.  “Quote” (author’s last name page number)
Signal phrase = introduces the quote

Examples of correct citations:

1.  In the poem, “The Bridegroom,” Alexander Pushkin repeats the line, “Wait, sir, I’ve not finished” (63) to demonstrate Natasha’s strength and determination and foreshadows her ultimate victory.  Format B

2.  W. W. Jacobs describes the crash of the piano to foreshadow that something bad will happen, “A fine crash from the piano greeted the words, interrupted by a shuddering cry from the old man” (53).  Format B

3.  “For I like to think that our victory was not only for ourselves – not only for our own nations – but for all men everywhere,” (Norgay 44) proclaimed the climber in his account of his climb to the peak of Mt. Everest.  Format A

4.  Thelma Dune explains that Thomas Edison became a mentor to Henry during this period, encouraging him to continue his dream until he was able to make his own automobile (62).  Format C

5.  When they learned of an ape’s ability to use sign language, both linguists and animal behaviorists were taken by surprise (Davis 26). Format D

6.  “No animal has done more to renew interest in animal intelligence than a beguiling, bilingual bonboo named Kanzi, who has the grammatical abilities of a 2 year old child and a taste for movies about cavemen” (Linden 57).  Format E

Name:  ___________________________________________  Date: _____________  Period: __________
When we use the word "book" today, we mean a bound text, but in ancient times books, or pages of related text, came in cumbersome packages that could not be carried under an arm or read on the way to work. 2In Babylonia and Assyria a book consisted of a numbered collection of rectangular clay tablets, inscribed with cuneiform and packaged in a labeled container. 3Lighter books, though still large and awkward to handle, appeared in Egypt shortly after the discovery of papyrus, about 3000 BCE. 4They took the form of sheets of papyrus, inscribed with hieroglyphics, rolled around cylindrical shafts of wood; several such scrolls, lying flat in a box or standing upright in an earthenware pot, constituted a book. 5To make written texts easier to handle and more portable, the Egyptians constructed smaller "rolls" of papyrus that could be unwound and read. 
This passage is written by Charles Panati, author of The Browser's Book of Beginnings, Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1984. It is taken from page 127 of that book.   Panati is a noted writer on science and the author of eight books.  He lives and works in New York City.  He has won numerous awards for his publications, including the Nebula Award for Best Science Article of the Year in Galaxy Magazine, in 1987. 
1.      If you were to use any of this material in a research paper using MLA format, how could you quote something while avoiding plagiarism.


2.      Paraphrase something from the paragraph above using the author’s name.  Be sure to avoid plagiarism.



3.      When turning in your research essay, what kinds of information about the actual source do you need, and where in the assignment would you put it?



4.      Write a sentence for a research paper in MLA format that quotes the 3rd sentence in the passage.  This sentence must contain a signal phrase that includes the author's name.



5.      Write a sentence that quotes part of the fourth sentence in the passage.  This sentence should contain a signal phrase and an MLA in-text citation.  Use format B.



 
8.      Paraphrase the entire paragraph.  Use format E.
 
